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does not involve an additional expenditure of more than Rs. 25,000 a year.
The Coun- Tne Council of India, as originally constituted by the Act cil of of 1858, consisted of fifteen member.s, of whom eight were to Indiat be appointed by the Crown and the remainder elected by the Court of Directors from among themselves. The tenure of orifice was ' during good behaviour,' and future vacancies among elected members were to be filled by election by the Council. This constitution has been amended by subsequent legislation. All the members are now appointed by the Secretary of State; the ordinary term of office is for ten years, which may be extended for a further term of five years * for special reasons of public advantage'; the number of members may be reduced to ten \ at the discretion of the Secretary of State; at least nine of the members must have served or lesided in India for ten years and must not have left India more than ten years before their appointment; a member is disqualified from sitting or voting in Parliament. The Secretary of State has a special power of appointing not more than three members, * having professional or other peculiar qualifications/ to hold office for an unlimited term; but this power has not been exercised for many years.
The function of the Council is to conduct, under the direction of the Secretary of State, the business transacted in the United Kingdom in relation to the government of India and the correspondence with that country. The Council must meet at least once in every week, and five members must be present to constitute a quorum. The Secretary of State is President, with power to vote and give a casting vote; and he may appoint a Vice-President2 to exercise his powers in his absence, but all acts done m his absence require his sanction in writing. Every official communication proposed to be sent to India, except those reserved as 'secret* or 'urgent/ and every order relating to India which is proposed to be made in the United Kingdom, must either be submitted to a meeting of Council, or else must be placed for seven days on the Council table for the perusal of members before being issued. The Council have a similar right to see every official communication received from India, except such as are marked 'secret* In financial matters, as already mentioned, and in a few other less important cases, no action can be taken without the concurrence of a majority of
1 At present (1906) the number of members of Council is tfc&en* * Each member of Council, in order of seniority, is customarily appointed to serve for a year as Vice-President